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7th January 2022 
 

Year 5 Spring 1 Term 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
We would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year and welcome you back to 
the spring term of Year 5. We hope everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing holiday and are eager 
to be back into the swing of things. 
 
Curriculum 

This half term, in English, the children will be writing explanation texts and newspaper reports 
linked to their geography topic (natural disasters). In maths, the children will learn to divide 
numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short division. 
They will then develop their understanding of interpreting remainders appropriately for the context. 
Following this, the children will apply their knowledge of using multiplication and division to solve a 
range of problems. Later in the term, they will develop their understanding of decimals (rounding 
decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole number and to one decimal place; reading, 
writing, ordering and comparing numbers with up to three decimal places; adding and subtracting 
decimals, multiplying and dividing decimals by 10, 100 and 1000; and solving problems involving 
numbers up to three decimal places). 
 
Our geography topic this half term is ‘Eruptions, Earthquakes and Tsunamis’. We will look at 
exploring questions such as: ‘Why does the Earth move?’ and ‘How do volcanoes and eruptions 
affect a place?’ This half term, as part of D&T, the children will be learning about structures. As 
part of this topic, we will be visiting the headquarters of the Royal Institute of Architects (RIBA). A 
separate letter will be forwarded about the trip. The children will then work with a range of 
architects back at school to develop their knowledge further about structures. 
 
Our science lessons will be physics based where the children will be learning about forces. They 
will develop their understanding of gravity, friction, air resistance, water resistance and 
mechanisms such as levers, pulleys and gears. Our R.E. topic will continue to be Christianity with 
a focus on ‘What does it mean to belong to a religion?’ We will then look at Hinduism and 
Christianity with a focus on ‘How do we make moral choices?’ In computing, we will be looking at 
being a digital citizen and exploring a creator’s rights and responsibilities. We will then develop our 
understanding of databases and using spreadsheets. 
 
Reading 

It is important that children continue to develop their reading skills throughout the year and we 
would appreciate your support in encouraging them to read for at least 15 minutes each day at 
home, and signing their reading record at least once a week. Please support your child in 
remembering to bring it to school every day with their reading book. 
 
Swimming/P.E. 

As part of the P.E. curriculum in Year 5, children are given the opportunity to attend swimming 
lessons, which will be at Park Road Pool every Tuesday morning until the end of the spring 1 term 
(8th February 2022). For this, they will require a swimming costume/trunks (no swimming shorts) 
and a towel. All children must have a swimming cap. Goggles are allowed but are not compulsory. 
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Please note the changes in timings below for each of the classes. Please ensure children are in on 
time as we will be leaving promptly.  
 
Swimming Timetable 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition, the children will have a P.E. lesson in school on Thursday afternoons. This half term 
the children will be doing dance (indoors). Please note that P.E. timings are subject to change, so 
it is important that children bring their P.E. kits to school on a Monday and take them home on a 
Friday. For hygiene reasons, it is essential that children change into a P.E. kit for their P.E. 
lessons. It is expected that children have a P.E. kit in school for the week containing appropriate 
clothing and suitable footwear for outdoor lessons.   
 
Children who are not swimming or taking part in P.E. for health reasons, require a note to this 
effect.  
 
Homework  

Homework will be set on a Thursday and is due back the following Tuesday. We will be starting to 
use Google Classroom to set homework this term and you will have previously received a letter 
with your child’s login details. Children will still be using Mathletics and Times Table Rock Stars for 
their maths homework. As there is an expectation that all children in Year 5 are secure in recalling 
of all their times table and division facts up to 12 x 12, we are encouraging daily practise. We are 
always grateful for your help in supporting your child with their learning at home. If your child 
needs access to laptops or extra assistance with their homework, please speak to your child’s 
class teacher about homework club.  
 
Upcoming events and diary dates 

17th January 2022 – Czech Republic trip to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
19th January 2022 – Portugal trip to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
21st January 2022 – Iceland trip to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
11th February 2022 – Czech Republic class assembly (9.15am) 
18th March 2022 – Portugal class assembly (9.15am) 
25th March 2021 - Iceland class assembly (9.15am) 
 
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. We are all really looking 
forward to the term ahead. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mrs. Ahmet, Ms. Clinton and Mr. Eames 
(The Year Five Team) 

 

Portugal Iceland Czech Republic 

Depart school at: 8:50am 
Children must be in school 

by 8:40am. 

Depart school at: 9:20am 
Children must be in school 

by the normal time (8:45am). 

Depart school at: 9:50am 
Children must be in school 

by the normal time (8.45am). 


